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for the schooling of privates not only in the art of warfare but also in the rudiments of reading and writing, an innovation all the more welcome because elementary schools were still practically non-existent. The new method of conscription was a step towards social equality, even though shorter terms of service for holders of diplomas favored proprietary groups. The softening of discipline and emphasis on educational activities gave the army an opportunity for contributing to the enlightenment of the masses. Much of the old brutality in the treatment of the men by their officers no doubt remained and, indeed, lingered until the end of the empire. But the pre-reform army, as a penal institution, was gone. Men with criminal records were excluded from the forces. Strange as this may seem, it was in the army, that stronghold of tradition and conservatism, that Russian democracy scored one of its first modest, yet real, successes.
THE POLISH INSURRECTION, 1863
Except for Poland and Finland, the reforms of the 1860's had little effect upon the constitutional framework of the empire. With the accession of Alexander II relations with Poland entered upon a new and turbulent phase. The ruthless regime maintained in Warsaw by Nicholas I failed to stamp out Poland's longing for national statehood. The tradition of Polish independence was kept alive by large emigre groups, divided though they were among themselves on other issues. The conservative and aristocratic wing accepted the leadership of Hotel Lambert, the Paris residence of Prince Adarn Czartoryski; this faction, known as the "Whites," favored the return to the Polish constitution of 1791, and put its faith chiefly in the diplomatic intervention of France and England. The more radical elements gave their allegiance to the Polish Democratic Society which was founded in France in 1832 but later transferred its headquarters to London. The Democratic Society (or the uReds") sought the salvation of Poland "not only in a military uprising against the foreign yoke but also in a radical democratic revolution." It sponsored and directed several minor unsuccessful uprisings in Poland. General Ludwik Mieroslawski, one of the leaders of the Democratic Society who had fought on the side of the revolution in Germany in 1849 and later in Sicily, established in Italy (September, 1861) a Polish military school to train officers for the future army of liberation. The national cause was extolled in the popular writings of distinguished Polish authors, Adam